A Divided Worlg

voting patterns, from the drawing of international
boundaries to congressional redistricting in the
US. electoral system, from the resurgence of nation-
Jlism to separatist violence, human political behavior
is inherently geographical. As geographer Gearéid

F rom the breakup of empires to regional differences in

. raphy O ' - i
éi’:m'wmmcsmdyof politics and : Tuathail 'has said, political
 pltcal maters . geography “is about power, an

everchanging map revealing the struggle over borders,
space, and authority.”

How is political geography revealed in
regions? The theme of region is essen-
tial to the study of political geogra-
phy because an array of both formal
o - and functional political re-

" Acentralized authority that enforces gions exist. Among these,
flmwm":‘émma'f;"ud:%a' the most important and in-
mwﬂhlﬂ territori ndaries. : et 3
S Rl sionymovsly with “country.” fluential is the state

A World of States

[ins- )

The fundamental political-geographical fact is that the
is divided into nearly 200 independent countries
tates, creating a diverse mosaic of functional regions
e 6.1, pages 190-191). The state is a political institu-
that has taken a variety of forms over the centuries,
anging from Greek city-states, to Chinese dynastic states,
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to European feudal states. When we talk about states today,
however, we mean something very specific and historically
recent. States are independent political units with a cen-
tralized authority that makes claims to sole jurisdiction
over a bounded territory. Within that territory, the central
authority controls and enforces a single system of politi-

cal and legal institutions. Importantly,
in the modern international system,
states recognize each other’s sover-

sovereignty
The right of individual states to
control political and economic

N 3 3 - affairs within their territorial
eignty. That is, virtually every state boundaries without external
recognizes every other state’s right : interference.

to exist and control its own affairs within its territorial
boundaries.

Closer inspection of Figure 6.1 reveals that some parts
of the world are fragmented into many different states,
whereas others exhibit much greater unity. The United
States occupies about the same amount of territory as
Europe, but the latter is divided into 45 independent coun-
tries. The continent of Australia is politically united,
whereas South America has 12 independent entities and
Africa has 54.

The modern state is a tangible geographical expression
of one of the most common human tendencies: the need to
belong to a larger group that controls its own piece of the
Earth, its own territory. So universal is : territoriality
this trait that scholars coined the term : Aleamed cultural response,
territoriality to describe it. Most geog- B o wwonetm highory

3 = et that produced the external
raphers view territoriality as a learned bounding and internal territorial
cultural response. Robert Sack, for - organization characteristic of
example, regards territoriality as a cul- : modem states.

tural strategy that uses power to control an area and com-
municate that control, thereby subjugating the inhabitants
and acquiring resources. He argues, for example, that the
precise marking of borders is a practice originally unique to
modern Western culture. The modern territorial state, he
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Independent Countries

Abbreviations

A AUSTRIA

AL ALBANIA

B BELGIUM

BA BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA

BF BURKINA FASO

BG BULGARIA

BOTS BOTSWANA

BY BELARUS

CH SWITZERLAND

(V4 THE CZECH REPUBLIC

D GERMANY

EG EQUATORIAL GUINEA

EST ESTONIA

GBI GUINEA BISSAU

H HUNGARY

HR CROATIA

IC IVORY COAST

K KOSOVO

L LUXEMBOURG

LT LITHUANIA

Lv LATVIA 0 4 w.oo 3 y mi.

MK MACEDONIA s . S ‘
NL NETHERLANDS
RCA CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC Scale at latitude 35° -
RL LEBANON

RO ROMANIA

RU RUSSIA B ok s

SK SLOVAKIA equal area projection

SLO SLOVENIA

S SERBIA

M MONTENEGRO

TC TURKISH CYPRUS

TL TIMOR-LESTE

™ TURKMENISTAN

UAE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
vv:,/:f ::;;AL':;':E Most of the'countn'es on this map have homepages. s on

the Worldwide Web. Visit The Human Mosaic online to
i ZIMBABWE learn more about them.

claims, emerged rather recently in

sixteenth-century Europe and diffused
around the globe through European
colonialism.

Political territoriality, then, is a thoroughly cultural-
geographical phenomenon. The sense of collective iden-
tity that we call nationalism (see page 195) springs from a

¢ The buiding and maintaining -
- of colonies in one territory by :
: people based elsewhere, '

learned or acquired attachment to region and place. Geog:
raphy and national identity cannot be separated.

Distribution of National Territory An important geographicl
aspect of the modern state is the shape and configurat
of the national territory. Theoretically, the more comp.t
the territory, the easier is national governance. Circulas




The independent countries of the world. In the twentieth century, the map was in rapid flux, with a
‘countries. This process began after World War | with the breakup of such empires as those of Austria-

rkey, then intensified after World War Il when the overseas empires of the British, French, Italians, Dutch,
;‘pglgians collapsed. More recently, the Russian-Soviet Empire disintegrated.

N

forms maximize compactness, allow short

n lines, and minimize the amount of bor-

ded. Of course, no country actually enjoys

e of compactness, although some—such as
razil—come close (Figure 6.2, page 192).

f several unfavorable territorial distributions

 national cohesiveness. Potentially most damag-

ing to a country’s stability are enclaves -

and exclaves. An enclave is a district - Apiece of territory surrounded :

surrounded by a country but not 3. by, DUt ot part of, & cousiy.
ruled by it. Enclaves can be either self-governing (e.g.,
Lesotho in Figure 6.2) or an exclave of another country. In
either case, its presence can pose problems for the sur-
rounding country. Potentially just as disruptive is the
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FIGURE 6.2 ibuti itory. The map, drawn from Eurasia, Africa, and
RE 6.2 Differences in the distribution of national territory : '
ch:gt‘t: America, shows wide contrasts in territorial shape. France and, to a lesser extent, Brazil approach the ideal

' i clave in the Kaliningrad District, whereas Indonesia is
; ?r:zargg::eldssiatgea, ?t:‘;rgl:iscs);ais'faz?:g?ftl:dGaar:gb'::sir;?uzzsaas a pene-enclavge‘into the heart of Senegal, and South
y Africa has a foreign enclave, Lesotho. Chile must overcome extreme elongation. What problems can arise from
/ elongation, enclaves, fragmentation, and exclaves?
pene-enclave, an intrusive piece of territory with only the good example of the national instability created by exclayes
smallest of outlets (e.g., The Gambia in Figure 6.2). Pakistan was created in 1947 as two main bodies of territon
Exclaves are parts of a national terri- separated from each other by almost 1000 miles (1600 kilo-
::f;:::, national teritory tory separated from the main body of the meters) of territory in northern India. West Pakistan had
separated from the main body : country to which they belong by the terri- the capital and most of the territory, but East Pakistan v
fa country by the territory of  © tory of another (e.g., the Kaliningrad Dis- home to most of the people. West Pakistan hoarded 1.
nother country. * trict in Figure 6.2; Figure 6.3). Exclaves country’s wealth, exploiting East Pakistan’s resources hu
are particularly undesirable if a hostile power holds the giving little in return. Ethnic differences between the peo-
intervening territory because defense of such an isolated ples of the two sectors further complicated matters. |,
area is difficult and makes substantial demands on national 1971, a quarter of a century after its founding, Pakist.
resources. Moreover, an exclave'’s inhabitants, isolated broke apart. The distant exclave seceded and became 1
from their compatriots, may develop separatist feelings, independent country of Bangladesh (see Figure 6.)

thereby causing additional problems. Pakistan provides a Even when a national territory is geographically united,




ger controlled by B, in
ethnic rebels since i99:he

hands of A

an exclave!). A also has a

ch smaller enclaves—c, d, and e, the

tiny exclave, f. In other words, the distribution of

and B, parti i i :
try to identify them. If you fa Particularly given the hostile relations between them. These are real countries.

il, you can find the answer

atthe end of this chapt
€0grapher, U.S. Department of Sta ! bl P i

n develop if the shape of the state js awkward.,

gated countries, such as Chile, The Gambia,
can be difficult to administer, as can nations
f separate islands (see Figures 6.1 and 6.2). In
ns, transportation and communications are
sing administrative problems. Several major
ovements have challenged the multi-island
ndonesia; one of these—in East Timor—suc-
D02 in creating the first new sovereign state of
st century (see Figure 6.1). Similarly, the
ountry of Comoros, in the Indian Ocean, is
y by a separatist movement on Anjouan
gure 6.1).
: and configuration of a country can make it
er to administer, but they do not determine
can think of exceptions for all of the territo-
igure 6.2. For example, Alaska is an exclave
d States, but it is unlikely to produce a seces-
ement similar to the one in Bangladesh. Con-

versely, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Nigeria
both have compact territories and both have suffered
through secessionist wars. Geography is an important fac-
tor in national governance, but it is not the only factor.

Boundaries  Political territo- : marchland ':
ries have different types of : Astripof teritory, traditionally one day's :
boundaries. Until fairly recent : March forinfantry, that served as a :
ma R bound  boundary zone for independent countries -
’ Yy undanes were *in premodem times. :
not sharp, clearly defined lines :
. . buffer state
but instead were referred to : An independent but small and weak
as zones called marchlands. : country lying between two powertul
Today, the nearest equivalent : countries.

to the marchland is the buffer state, an independent but
small and weak country lying between two powerful, poten-
tially belligerent countries. Mongolia, for example, is a buf-
fer state between Russia and China; Nepal occupies a similar
position between India and China (see Figure 6.1). If one
of the neighboring countries assumes control of the buffer
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satellite state

A small, weak country

dominated by one powerful

neighbor to the extent that some
- or much of its independence

is lost.

. natural boundary
A political border that follows
some feature of the natural
environment, such as a river or
* mountain ridge.

ethnographic boundary

A political boundary that follows
* some cultural border, such as a

linguistic or religious border.

. geometric boundary

: A political border drawn in a
regular, geometric manner,
often a straight line, without
regard for environmental or
cultural patterns.

The U.S.-Canada border west ©
(about 93° west longitude) is a g€

most county, state, and
nited States and Canada. N

western U

easily categorized; some

Chapter 6 Political Geography

state, it loses much of its independence
and becomes a satellite state.

Most modern boundaries are lines
rather than zones, and we can distinguish
several types. Natural boundaries follow
some feature of the natural landscape,
such as a river or mountain ridge. Exam-
ples of natural boundaries are numerous,
for example, the Pyrenees lie between
Spain and France, and the Rio Grande
serves as part of the border between Mex-
ico and the United States. Ethnographic
boundaries are drawn on the basis of some
cultural trait, usually a panicular language
spoken or religion pmcticed. The Pordcr
that divides India from predominantly
Islamic Pakistan is one case- Geometnic

boundaries are regulan often perfectly
straight lines drawn without regard for

ical or cultural features of the area.
D e f the Lake of the Woods

metric boundary, as are
borders in the central and
ot all boundaries are

boundaries are of mixed type, com-

province

posites of two or more of the types listed.

: A former politcal border that no :

slawmmlsasawmry. :

Finally, relic boundaries are those that

no longer exist as international borders.

Nevertheless, they often leave behind a

es. With the reunification of (.,

. the old Iron Curtain bord,.,
German Democratic R‘('pubm in the
chublic of Germany in the west
6.4).Ina remarkably short (i,
the Germans reopened severe
nes, knitting the ('nlayg‘.,;
o, remnants and reminders of (.
countsy 108 ined, as it cominued to function as proyiy,
old border remat’ i;‘l Germany. Furthermore, it still sep;,.
cial poundaries Wi ity ey dificr.

trace in the local cultur

many in the autumn ©

between the former
east and the Fede

i ;smantled (Figure
quickly dis i

rated two parts of th

Jevels of prOSPCHtY-

spatia of Territory States differ greatly in (},,
l purposes of adminisir,

way their territory is organized for

ton. Political g‘-’Ogmphcrs, s . unitary state

nize two basic types of spatial OT82~ : an independent state that
nization: unitary and fc?deral. In : concentrates power in the
unitary countries, power 15 concen- - 'cen;:‘:' mm:;et;:: and grants
wrated centrally, with lite or no Progs —id Provinces
vincial authority. All major decisions - geera| state

come from the central government, © an independent country thzt
and policies are applied unifqmly gives memle powers ang
throughout the national territory. - ma my 10 its constityery

France and China are¢ unitary n
structure, even though one IS democratic and the other

totalitarian. A federal government, by contrast, is a more
geographically expressive political system. That is, it acknowl-
edges the existence of regional cultural differences ang

FIGURE 6.4 A boundary disap| i
pears. In Berlin, the view toward the Brand i
1989 and 1991, when the Berlin Wall was destroyed and Germany reunited e(l(].‘t:/'rrigsf;t ?’efr';a‘snszddafmkgﬁ::y l;etween
. . ov.
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ts. For example, the Nativ rity, with con-

: ¢ American
United States occupy a up S

'que and ambiguoys
I subdivisions, These
sanctioned political

only indigenous Ameri
: | rican
In reality, ownership is often fragmented b)s'

merican land holdings within the reservations,
completely sovereign, Native Americans do

in rights to self-government that differ from those

ol

ing local al‘lthorities. For example, many reser-
ind do) build casinos on their land even ihough

ing may be illegal in surrounding political jurisdic-

tions do not fit neatly into the American politi-
states, counties, townships, precincts, and
municipalities.

nd Centripetal Forces Although physical factors
a ual organization of territory, degree of com-
type of boundaries can influence an inde-
try’s stability, other forces are also at work. In
tltural factors often make or break a country.
ble independent countries, those least trou-
al discord, have a strong feeling of group sol-
their population. Group identity is the key.
In the case of the modern
state, the primary source of group
identity is nationalism. National-
ism is the idea that the individual
ificant part of his or her social identity from a
ging to a nation. We can trace the origins of
nalism to the late eighteenth century and the
‘the modern nation-state. Political geogra-

g to and
national

Agnew cautions us, however, that the meaning

tionalism are unstable, making it difficult to
e version is state nationalism, wherein the
calted and individuals are called to sacrifice
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f(?l' the good of the greater whole. The twentieth-century
history of state nationalism in Europe is marked by two
horrific world wars in which millions of lives were sacri-
fl(’ed. Referring to World War I, Agnew points out that the
“waritself was also the outcome of a mentality in which the
individual person had to sacrifice for the good of the
greater whole: the nation-state.”

When a specific ethnic group or ethnically based politi-
cal party controls the state’s military, we sometimes see forced
deportations and even attempted genocides in efforts to cre-
ate an ethnically homogeneous national citizenry (see Chap-
ter 5). This happened most recently in Rwanda in 1994 and
in the Balkans in the 1990s. The most notorious modern
example is Nazi Germany's attempt in the 1930s and 1940s to
clear German territory of non-Germans, especially Jews and
Roma (Gypsies) (see Rod’s Notebook, page 196). Another
form is substate nationalism, in which ethnic or linguistic
minority populations seek to secede from the state or to alter
state territorial boundaries to promote cultural homogeneity
and political autonomy.

Geographers refer to factors that : centripetal force :
promote national unity and solidarity : A1 factor that supports the -
as centripetal forces. By contrast, any- : ey,
thing that disrupts internal order and centrifugal force
furthers the break-up of the territory is - Any factor that disrupts the
called a centrifugal force. Many states : !temal unity of a country.
encourage centripetal forces that help fuel nationalistic
sentiment. Such things as an official national language,
national history museums, national parks and monuments,
and sometimes even a national religion are actively pro-
moted and supported by the state. We consider an array of
centripetal and centrifugal forces later, in the sections on
globalization and nature-culture.

Political Boundaries in Cyberspace

What happens to political boundaries in cyberspace?
E-mail, the Internet, and the World Wide Web can cross
borders in ways previously not possible, although radio,
telephone, and fax machines possess some of the same
border-defying qualities. In Germany, for example, Nazi
and neo-Nazi propaganda is prohibited, yet the First
Amendment right of freedom of speech protects the dis-
semination of this material in the United States. What
happens when this propaganda originates in the United
States and is posted electronically to online bulletin
boards worldwide? Can the German government pros-
ecute the originator of the message—an American—for
violating a German law?

How can countries impose their laws and boundaries
in the computer age? One way is to restrict citizens’ access
to technological hardware such as satellite dishes, com-
puters, phone lines, and cell phones. This is becoming
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Rod’s Notebook

Places of a Genocidal State

For years | have known

of the Holocaust in

broad historical outline. s
| knew that 6 million Jews were systematically

murdered by the Nazi-controlled Germaq state,
The ideology of the Nazi Party was a ra‘bld form

of German nationalism founded c'm racial hatred,
especially anti-Semitism. For Nazi leader l}do[f
Hitler, the “final solution” to the “problem” of
European Jews was their extermination. By the
1940s, Nazi Germany had become the world’s first

Rod Neumann

“genocidal state.”
Although | had long been aware of these

historical events, | had not fully grasped the
nature of a genocidal state and how it functioned
d the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum.,

Birkenau camp in the Auschwitz until | traveled to Poland and visite =
Auschwitz-Birkenau is a Nazi death camp complex where 1.1 million people

complex.These chimneys are all that b
remain of hundreds of prisoner barracks, were murdered during World War Il. The abstraction of 6 million murders was
which once stretched for many kilometers suddenly made concrete as | saw firsthand how the German state organized
and held a total of approximately 90,000 the collection of Jews from as far away as the Netherlands and Greece and
people. (Courtesy of Roderick Neumann.) brought them to this concentration camp in southern Poland. | saw how the
rail lines were built to efficiently unload thousands of prisoners and quickly

send them to slave labor or quick death. | saw how the Birkenau camp had been built close to manufacturing
facilities of German companies in order to more efficiently exploit prisoners’ labor. Walking through the gas
chambers where hundreds of thousands had died, | perceived the unspeakable horror of state-run mass murder.

| left Auschwitz-Birkenau thinking how important the experience of place is to knowledge. | could not have
grasped fully the scale and magnitude of industrial mass genocide had | not looked out across the miles of rail lines
and hundreds of hectares of barracks where people were stored until they could be murdered. | could never have
understood how critical spatial relations were to the conduct of mass murder without physically moving through
the spaces of the death camps.

I also came away realizing again how memory and place are so tightly bound. We memorialize places so that
we do not forget. The United Nations declared Auschwitz-Birkenau a World Heritage Site in 1979 in hopes that
the world will remember and prevent future atrocities. | know | will not forget my encounter with the places of a

genocidal state.

Posted by Rod Neumann
T s
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Another tactic deployed by states is to allow citizens' access estimated at 162 mirl)li . (‘))1 e
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FIGURE 6.6 The electoral geography of Europe. A conservative-rightist core contrasts with a socialist-
leftist periphery. Data are based on elections held in the period 1950 to 1995. In the formerly communist
countries, the record of free elections began only in 1990. (Source: Jordan-Bychkov and Jordan, 2002: 226.)
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llon to continue to sacrifice aspects of their indepen-

a stronger union?

al Geographical Regions
1 elections creates another set of political regions.
the people on some controversial issue pro-
e of the purest expressions of culture, revealing
n religion, ethnicity, and ideology. Geographers
formal culture regions based on voting pat-

lerns, giving rise (o the subspecialty

electoral geography
known as electoral geography. The study of the interactions
Mapping voting tendencies over  among space, place, and region
many decades shows deep-rooted, = and the conduct and results of

formal electoral behavior regions. In
Europe, for example, some districts and provinces have a
long record of rightist sentiment, and many of these lie
toward the center of Europe. Peripheral areas, especially in
the east, are often leftist strongholds (Figure 6.6). Every
country where free elections are permitted has a similarly
varied electoral geography. In other words, cumulative vot-
ing patterns typically reveal sharp and pronounced regional
contrasts. Electoral geographers refer to these borders as
cleavages,

Electoral geographers also concern themselves with
functional regions, in this case the voting district or precinct.
Their interests are both scholarly and practical. For example,
following each census, political redistricting takes place in
the United States. In redistricting, new boundaries are drawn
for congressional districts to reflect the population changes
since the previous census. The goal is to establish voting areas
of more or less equal population and to increase or reduce
the number of districts depending on the amount and direc-
tion of change in total population. These districts form the
electoral basis for the U.S. House of Representatives. State
legislatures are based on similar districts. Geographers often
assistin the redistricting process.

The pattern of voting precincts or districts can influ-
ence election results. If redistricting remains in the hands of
legislators, then the majority political group or party will
often try to arrange the voting districts geographically in
such a way as to maximize and perpetuate its power. Cleay-
age lines will be crossed to create districts that have a major-
ity of voters favoring the party in

s - gerrymandering :
power or some politically important : The drawing of electoral district :
ethnic group. This practice is called - boundaries in an awkward :
gerrymandering (Figure 6.7, page m:::m“m":t
200), and the resultant voting dis- “"mm of mu. :

tricts often have awkward, elongated °
shapes. Gerrymandering can be accomplished by one of two
methods. One is to draw district boundaries so as to concen-
trate all of the opposition party into one district, thereby
creating an unnecessarily large majority while also ensuring
that it cannot win elsewhere. A second is to draw the district
boundaries so as to dilute the opposition’s vote so that it
does not form a simple majority in any district.

Red States, Blue States

In recent years, various commentators in academia and
the popular media have used maps of national election
results to suggest that the United States is divided into
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North Carolina, 1992

D 12th congressional district,
ruled unconstitutional, 1996

North Carolina, 2001

Approved by court, April 2001

FIGURE 6.7 Gerrymandering of a congressional district in North Carolina. The North Carolina TwIt:,Iftt): 2::;:7; ‘t';as
created in 1992 to ensure an African-American majority so that an additional minority candldatet :0:' i beer A
Congress. Note the awkward shape of these districts, often a sign of ger r'ymanderln.g. In 199, d:awn and although the
and others gerrymandered for racial purposes were declared unconstitutl_onal. The_ lines werg lrve o n =

district still looks very much gerrymandered, the courts approved the revised version. (Source: New

distinct culture regions. We can trace this argument to the
postelection analysis of the controversial 2000 presidenu':fl
election, when, for the first time, news media adopted a uni-
versal color scheme for mapping voter preferencc;s. Smle’s
where the majority of voters favored the Democratic Party’s
presidential candidate were assigned the color blu.e, whereas
those favoring the Republican candidate were assigned red.
When cartographers mapped the state-by-state 'result:s of the
2000 and subsequently the 2004 and 2008 presidential elec-
tions, the solid blocks of starkly contrasting colors gave the
appearance of a deeply divided country (Figure 6.8).

The terms red state and blue state entered the popular
lexicon in reference to the division of the United States
into regions of “conservative” and “liberal” cultures that

these maps implied. Figure 6.8 suggests, for €xample, (h,,
the U.S. South is politically and culturally conservatiye.
whereas the West Coast is liberal. These maps, so commygy,
in the popular media, are overly simplistic and, lhcretor(.‘
misleading. For example, the solid red coloring of 3 large
portion of the country in Figure 6.8 implies that mqs, of
the United States is culturally and politically conservayy,.
However, this map gives inordinate visual iImportance =
states of larger areal extent, no matter what their Popula.
tion. A cartogram provides a better representation of both
the true significance of states in the presidential electio
and the relative proportion of voters favoring Democry
or Republicans (Figure 6.9). When states’ populations are

Bl Republican
Bl Democrat

FIGURE 6.8 2008 presidential election res
News media have adopted a standard color co: 0
for political parties—red for Republican, biue |
Democrat—in election result maps. It is now
common to hear of the United States being
politically and culturally divided into “red state” and
“blue state” regions. (Source: Courtesy of Mark

http //www-personal.umich.edu/-mejn/election/2008




- Republican

Democrat

into account, U.S. voters look muct
Democratic rather than Republican candidates.

The red state/blue state designation

(he appearance of sharp geographic divi
country: Whether a state is designated “
pased on the winrfer-take-all System that the United States
uses for prcsidenual.elc.cli'ons. That is, the candidate that
receives a simple majority in the Popular vote takes all the
Electoral College votes for that state. George W. Bush, for
example, defeated Al Gore in Florida by only 537 votes in
9000, but he received all 25 of the state’s electoral votes,
This was an unusually close result, but it is common in

1 more favorable

also €Xaggerates
sions within the
red” or “blye” is

I e
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FIGURE 6.9 Cartogram of the 2008 pres?dcntlal
election results. This map sizes the smes in
proportion to their respective populations. How
does this cartogram compare fo the map in
Figure 6.8 in its representation of the relative
popularity of the Republican and Democralic
candidates? (Source: Courtesy of Mark Newman, htip//
www-personal.umich.edu/~mejn/election/2008/.)

presidential elections for only a small percentage of a
state’s popular vote to separate the winner and the loser.
Designating a state such as Florida as “red” thus masks the
narrow margin of the Republican victory and exaggerates
the existence of regional polarization. ;
The limitations of the red state/blue state designation
have led to the introduction of the term purple state to sig-
nify closely divided states. If we apply the purple state idea
(i.e., shadings of color rather than stark contrasts) to
county-level election results, we find that the simplistic divi-
sion of the United States into liberal and conservative
regions begins to break down (Figure 6.10). There is a

FIGURE 6.10 Purple America. Rather
than using stark color contrasts to
represent the 2008 presidential election
results, this map uses color shading.
How does the use of shading affect
our understanding of a sharply
divided American electorate that
appears so prominent in Figure 6.8?
What other kinds of geographic voting
patterns emerge? (Source: Courtesy of Mark
Newman, http://www-personal umich.edu/~mejn/

100% Republican

100% Democratic

election/2008/.)
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FIGURE 6.11 Presidential election results in 3-D. In this map height
represents voters per square mile (for the 2004 presidential election), S0
urban areas stand out in contrast to suburban and rural areas. What
political-geographic patterns are noticeable here? (Robert J. Vanderbel,
Princeton University.)

great deal of county-by-county variation within states across
the United States. New geographic patterns emerge in this
map that belie the idea of large regional divisions in the
country.

Using shades of color and county-level results—rather
than using contrasting colors and state-level results—pro-
vides a very different picture of U.S. regional political and
cultural differences. Even this nuanced and finely grained
cartographic presentation does not reveal all of the geo-

100

Nigerian states that have
adopted Islamic law

graphic complexities of U.S. presidential elections, v,

three-dimensional cartographic techniques, anothe, ith
tern emerges. In the map in Figure 6.11, height 'cp,,.“'_',“'
yoters per square mile, so that volume represen, “”u\
number of voters. Here the core geographic diﬂ,.,,_“,”l
appears to be between cities and rural areas, not b(_'w‘.".
regions. The general pattern we sce is that rural are,, "'r',..
predominantly Republican and cities are Predomingap,,

Democratic.
A closer analysis of the red state/blue state phen,,,.

non reveals some of the complexities involved in elecy,,,
geography. Choices about the scale at which data are aggre.
gated, the cartographic techniques employed, and ey,
the map colors influence the interpretation of elec,,,
results. This is something to keep in mind when you evy),,.
ate claims about a divided America.

Islamic Law in Nigerian Politics

As we will see in Chapter 7, politics is often intertwined wi},

religion. Some countries function as theocracies. In may,

others, internal religious divisions are expressed poli;.

cally. A good example is Nigeria, which is divided betweer,

a Muslim north and a Christian/animist south (Figure

6.12). In recent years, all of the states of northern Nige.

ria added criminal law to the jurisdiction of sharia cour.

Sharia is Islamic law, which is detailed in the Qur’an anq

has long been applied in personal and civil law in norther,

Nigeria, where the majority of the population is Muslim,

Although Muslims welcomed the change, it has caused

tensions between the Muslim majority and local non-Muslin,

minorities. Non-Muslims are not tried ip
sharia courts, but they have complained
that their political and economic margin.
alization has increased since the ch;u‘mc_
There has been an increase in religién\
violence in the northern states and even
reports that some Christian popul.-
tions have chosen to flee the region. i
is unlikely that the country will fragment
along this politico-religious divide in the
near future. At the very least, this mo:c-
ment strengthens the centrifugal forces
at work in this troubled country, which
has already experienced one bloody. bt
unsuccessful, secessionist war.

FIGURE 6.12 States within Nigeria that
have adopted Islamic law as of January 1,
2002. The religious tension in this African
country was already intense before the
regional imposition of a religion-based legal
system. Can Nigeria hold together?

200 ml.

oro

100 200km

(Source: Embassy of Nigeria, Washington, D.C)
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ries by annexing adjacent lands, often
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over many centuries. Generally, core areas possess a particu-

larly auractive set of resources for human life and culture.

Larger numbers of people cluster there than in surrounding

districts, especially if the area has some measure of natural

defense against aggressive neighboring political entities. This
denser population, in turn, may produce enough wealth to
support a large army, which then provides the base for fur-
ther expansion outward from the core area. Resources, peo-
Ple, and capital investment begin to flow between the core
and peripheral territories, usually resulting in a further con-
solidation of the core’s wealth and power.

In states formed in this way, the core area typically
remains the country’s single most important district, hous-
ing the capital city and the cultural and economic heart of
the nation. The core area is the node of a functional region.
France expanded to its present size from a small core area
around the capital city of Paris. China grew from a nucleus
in the northeast, and Russia originated in the small princi-
pality of Moscow (Figure 6.13). The United States grew west-
ward from a core between Massachusetts and Virginia on the
Atantic coastal plain, an area that still has the national capi-
tal and the densest population in the country.

> w PP W
- \\‘ \’

S oa—
X

- Core area (Principality
of Moscow), 1300

- Expansion 1463-1533

[T expansion 1534-1600
B epansion 13001462 [T Expansion 16011689

Expansion 1690-1810

*  City of Moscow

Borders of the Soviet
Union, 1945-1991

——— Present borders of Russia

Expansion 1811-1945

Russia developed from a core area. Can you think of reasons why expansion to the east was
pansion to the west? What environmental goals might have motivated Russian expansion?
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ner ;:‘:d::::“l‘;‘:n of indcpcndcm coumn'c.s in this man-
in Chapter .l as :Or.e'p"“Phcry conﬁg1'xrauon, described
routoma il )g)lc?l of b()t.h funcuonal'and formal
il gh l e core dominates the pcnphcq". acer-
: ount of friction exists between the two. Peripheral
‘"'933 generally display pronounced, self-conscious region-
ality and occasionally provide the settings for secession
movements. Even so, countries that diffused from core
areas are, as a rule, more stable than those created all at
once to fill a political void. The absence of a core area can
!)lur or weaken citizens’ national identity and make it eas-
ier for various provinces to develop strong local or even
foreign allegiances. Belgium and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo offer examples of countries without political
core areas. In the case of the Congo, this situation partly
accounts for the history of secessionist conflicts and inter-
necine wars since the country gained independence from
colonial rule in 1960.

Countries with multiple, competing core areas arc
potentially the least stable of all. This situation often devel-
ops when two or more independent countries are united.

The main threat is that one of the competing cores will

LIBERIA
1957
1847 1968

Bl oo 1950
Bl 1950195
I 1960

[ 1961-1970
[ | 1970-1980

form the center of a separatist movement and bre,)
the country. In Spain, Castile and Aragon :‘lw-
1479, but tensions in the union remain more lhd‘ d &
centuries later—in part because the old core arey, "n' five
two former countries, represented by the cities of M; ;},.
and Barcelona, continue to compete for political ((”( nd
and cultural influence. That these two cities ‘Y'“*X»Ii,(.m"‘
language-based cultures, Castilian and Catala, twe,

pounds the division.

Coy,

Mobility, Diffusion, and Political Innovatiop,

One of the consequences of colonialism was the Ereati.
of new patterns of mobility among the conquered E n
lations. One pattern in particular contained the see d‘p:‘;
colonialism’s demise. Colonial rule in Africa dependeq ”'
the establishment of a relatively small cadre of edy Cau-g
African civil servants. The colonial rulers selected =
whom they considered the best and the brightest (and m,
politically cooperative) among their African subjects apg
sent them to the best universities in Europe. In addit,,
to learning the skills required of colonial functionarie,

1962

FIGURE 6.14 Independence from European
colonial or white minority rule spread rapidly
through Africa in the 1950s and 1960s. Prior to0
the 1950s, there were only three independent
countries in Africa. Between 1951 and 1968, mos!
attained self-rule. The remaining few gained
freedom over the next three decades. By 1994
independence had spread from the Mediterranean
to the Cape of Good Hope. Many of the ideas
about national liberation were spread by African
leaders educated in Europe. Why do you think it
took a few countries so much longer than most 0

gain independence?
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‘ Africans returned (o
wries armed with these ideas ang organized new

MOVEMENLts to oppose colonial rule.

pread of politi-
ly two African
ly independent
rule, and even
n control, Influ-
tan, the Arabs of

q ndence in Africa. In 1914, o
‘ iberia and Ethiopia—ere ful
colonial or white minority
ter fell temporarily under Italia
lopments in India and Pakis

had obtained university de
rance, and other European
tonalists had helped sprea
into all remaining parts of

s

grees in England,
countries. By 1994,
d the idea of inde-
the continent, even-

usly to its African colonies unti] 1975, when a
ernment in Lisbon reversed a 500-year-old
g the colonies to become independent. In
taining large populations of European set-
ence came slowly and usually with blood-
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to Al
shed. France, for cumplc;::;fzih':dh::‘:l;" thch-s;?h::l
country nonetheless achieved inficpcndcm;c| ;:1319::}-,“'*
only after years of violence. In Zlmbabwc'v Al
tion of European settlers refused London’s orde’
b ing in a bloody civil war and

toward majority rule, resulting in a . {979
delaying the country’s independence 'unU! .tions .3

On a quite different scale, pol-mcal mnt?va o
spread within independent countries. ;.xmcncan pocasc
abounds with examples of cultural diffusion. A cla.:;lc r
is the spread of suffrage for women, a movement s p
minated in 1920 with the ratification of a confutuuon
amendment (Figure 6.15). Opposiu'on.to women’s suﬂ":h'agbc-
was strongest in the U.S. South, a region that later € la]
ited the greatest resistance to ratification of the E'.qul
Rights Amendment and displayed the most reluctance to
elect women to public office. ek

Federal statutes permit, to some degr.ef:,. laws to
adopted in the individual functional subdivisions. In the
United States and Canada, for example, each .state and
province enjoys broad lawmaking powers, vested l.n the leg-
islative bodies of these subdivisions. The result is often a
patchwork legal pattern that reveals the processes of cu.l-
tural diffusion at work. A good example is the clean air
movement, which began in California with the initi'au'on ?f
state legislation regulating automotive and industrial emis-
sions. It later spread to other states and provided the model
for clean air legislation at the federal level.

because many European ¢

voting against resolution favoring
women's suffrage, May 21,1919

w.

States not rati r? constitutional
amendment,192
J Stat ifying the Equal
SRR S “ Righetss m:;?mu?nt, 972—?983
R .
States with the largest of

female legislators, 1975-1997

States with the smallest prggomon of
female legislators, 1975-1997

fue]
A\

diffusion of suffrage for women in the United States and of the Equal Rights Amendment. The
achieved victory through a constitutional amendment in 1920. Both the suffrage movement and the
ual Rights Amendment (ERA) for women failed to gain approval in the Deep South, an area that also
the remainder of the country in the election of women to public office. What might be the harrfar;
Deep South? The states failing to ratify the ERA lay mostly in the same area. The ERA movement did
ntrast to the earlier suffrage movement. (Adapted in part from Paulin and Wright, 1932.)
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Politics and Migration
Very often political events provide the motivation for migr.'l-
An excellent example 1s
viet Union into 15 inde-
he long period of Soviet

tion, both voluntary and forced.
provided by the breakup of the So
pendent countries in 1991. During t :
unity, the country’s various national groups migrated into
one another's territories in large numbers. Ethnic Russians,
for instance, settled in all parts of the Soviet Union, even
though only one of the 15 constituent republics was Rusm.an
by identity. Likewise, many members of the other 14 major
ethnic groups had relocated outside their republics.

When the Soviet Union dissolved in 1991, a profound
Imost immediately. Ethnic Rus-

Estonians to Estonia, Azeris to
. about 2 million ethnic Rus-
Fully half a million of these

ent Kazakhstan in central
rmed

reverse migration set in a
sians returned to Russia,
Azerbaijan, and so on. By 1995
sians had migrated to Russia.

came from recently independ
Asia. In that same period, 150,000 ethnic Kazakhs retu

to Kazakhstan from Russia and other former Soviet repub-
lics. This process continues to the present day. (For other
results of migration, see Practicing Geography.)

PRACTICING GEOGRAPHY """

T

Professor Katharyne Mitchell spent her undergraduate
years studying literature, music, and art, all but oblivi-

ous to the discipline of geography. It was not until gradu-
ate school, working toward a degree in architecture, that
she discovered the discipline. “I think I hardly even knew
what geography was until Manuel Castells told me that all
of the questions I had been pestering him with concern-
ing space and power were questions then be-
ing pursued by geographers.” She switched
majors, earned her doctorate in geography,
and never looked back. “It was like coming
home.” Professor Mitchell is now in the De-
partment of Geography at the University of
Washington, specializing in the study of cul-
tural identity, citizenship, and transnational-
ism related to immigration.

Research for her sometimes “feels like
detective work,” where one painstakingly
gathers evidence and “suddenly all of the
different kinds of data click together.” Professor Mitch-
ell is convinced that “the more types of methods one
can bring to bear on answering a research question, the
better.” If, on the one hand, she is addressing macroeco-
nomic and political questions, she concentrates on ex-
amining statistics and quantitative data of various kinds.
If, on the other hand, the questions are cultural and

Katharyne Mitchell

Globalization

How does glﬂba"w“lm affect the wy,
of states? The effects of K]“'ml.,m: d
are complex. On the one hand "‘
idea of national "‘f”"‘('ler",,,mh'j
the increase in global ”’"”nu,“
appear on the world map 5, -
annually. On the other hand.‘lhe forces of glh"biili,d,],lz
may be rendering some functions of'lhe territoria) \,d"“
obslolcte. As we will learn in th!s section, a great dey .
speculation exists regarding .thc impact of globaliza,, 2
poliu’cal geography (see Subject to Debate).

continues o spread with
cations. Thus, new states

The Nation-State
e - nation-state
The link between polmc.al and : An e
cultural patterns is epitomized by : dominated by a relatively
en a : homogeneous culture groy

the nation-state, created wh
nation—a people of commo

homelan

n heritage, memories, my},
d, and culture; speaking the same language

social, her methods are more qualitative. “I examine
newspapers, photographs, flyers, advertisements, jour-
nals, postcards, and other documents from the time
period I'm analyzing,” she explains, “and I always inter-
view people and read what they have to say in letters 1o
the editor and other media.” Part of her methodology is
spending time walking through the relevant spaces and

taking photographs.
She is currently studying how immigrants

and second-generation children are educar-
ed to become “cultural” citizens of a particu-
lar nation. “By this I mean how do kids come
to form a particular kind of allegiance 10 2
particular country—especially in the contem-
porary time period when so much migration
is transnational and there are so many globa!
pressures on immigrant individuals and fam:-
lies.” She was led to this research through her
interest in differing explanations of imm:
grant integration, from multiculturalism to assimilation
One of the ways through which she approaches the ques-
tion is to focus on national education systems. According
to Professor Mitchell, national systems of education arc
important sites “in which to study the ways in which i»
dividuals are constituted or ‘made’ into certain kinds «
national subjects or ‘citizens.””




‘.

A
s

Globalization

gubject to Debate
whither the Nation-State?

Globalization pres?ms pgwerful new challenges
w0 the nation-state s dominant position in political
graphy- Undenlabl?'. globalization has redefined
the pation-state’s rf)le‘ in regulating cultural, economic,
and political life within its territorial boundaries. For
{nstance, some scholars suggest that the increasing
mobility of people on a global scale means that the ideal
ofa culturally homogeneous national identity is less and
less attainable. In the economic sphere, pl'()dllclion,
wrade, and finance are organized through transnational
networks that operate as if national borders did
not exist. Politically, the power of the nation-state is
weakened by the rise of global institutions, such as
the World Trade Organization, that have the power to
nalize countries through trade sanctions.
There is, however, counterevidence suggesting that
the nation-state is stronger than ever under globalization.
In response to the greater transnational mobility of
people, nationalist opposition has grown through so-
called nativist movements that seek to staunch the flow
of immigrants at their countries’ borders. Although
finance and trade operate through global networks,
transnational flows remain constrained and directed by
the laws and policies of nation-states. Capital investment
remains solidly grounded in the legal and institutional
structures of the nation-state. The international pecking

* order, in place for more than a century, remains intact

because globalization has done little to shift the structural

inequalities among nation-states. Clearly globahmuo'n
implicati : i 2 ation-
implications for the continued supremacy of the natio
state are complex and unresolved.

Continuing the Debate

Based on the discussion above, consider these questons:

* Is globalization a new phenomenon operating
independently of the nation-state, or is it a set 9f
processes structured by an underlying foundation of
sovereign countries?

¢ Are the territorial barriers erected by nation-states
being dissolved or reinforced by globalization?

e Under what circumstances and because of what
cultural, economic, or political phenomenon might
globalization strengthen or weaken nation-states?

» Is a major reorganization of the world’s political
geography still unfolding, with the consequences of
globalization yet to be fully evident?

* What new forms of political-geographic
organization might emerge to supplant the territorial
nation-state?

The Hungarian parliament building, built in 1904, is
the seat of the Hungarian national government. The
monumental size and historic architectural styles of
many national capitols are meant to associate the
nation-state with the qualities of stability, permanence,
and antiquity (MIVA Stock/eStock Photo.)

]
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Nation-states with relatively
homogeneous populations

Nation-states with sizable
ethnic minorities that are

excluded from power structure of empires

New multinational or multitribal
states, created in the collapse

m Dependent territories

Immigrant states, still multiethnic
but evolving toward nation-statehooq

Immigrant-indigene states,
still multiethnic but evolving
toward nation-statehood

D Other

FIGURE 6.16 Nation-states, multinational countries, and other types. This classification, as is true of all

classifications, is arbitrary and debatable. How would you change it, and why?

and/or sharing a particular religious faith—achieves inde-
pendence as a separate country. Nationality is culturally
based in the nation-state, and the country’s raison d’étre
lies in that cultural identity. The more the people have
in common culturally, the more stable and potent is the
resultant nationalism. Examples of modern nation-states
include Germany, Sweden, Japan, Greece, Armenia, and
Finland (Figure 6.16).

Scholars generally trace the nation-state model to
Europe and the European settler colonies in the Americas
of the late eighteenth century. Political philosophers of the
time argued that self-determination—the freedom to rule
one’s own country—was a fundamental right of all peoples.
The ideal of self-determination spread, and over the course
of the nineteenth century, a globalized system of nearly
100 nation-states emerged. Many of these nation-states,
such as Portugal, Holland, and France, ruled overseas ter-
ritories as colonies of the mother country. Under the Euro-
pean Empire, self-determination did not apply to colonies.
However, the United Nations incorporated the principle of
national self-determination into its charter in 1945. This

principle was adopted by independence movemens in
European colonies around the globe and led ultimate}s to

decolonization.

The Condition of Transnationality

Transnationalism and transnationality are terms tha are
increasingly being heard in the halls of academia as v¢|
as in popular media. Among other things, these terms
suggest that the processes of globalization are raising ey
questions about cultural identities. Nationality and ¢ (hnic
ity may continue to be important in an era of globalization,
but what should one make of the increasing number of
people who live, work, and play in a way that is neither
rooted in a tightly knit ethnic community nor territoriall
grounded in the traditional nation-state? What sorts of cu-
tural identities do these people create and defend? Is 1 i
ture of transnationalism emerging?

Geographer Katharyne Mitchell (see Practicing Geog
raphy, page 206) suggests that we might think about some
of the cultural implications of globalization in terms of?
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freely and frequently between them. In the process, a
whole set of cultural conflicts were ignited between long-
time Vancouver residents and the transnational Chinese.
Neighborhoods were transformed as the transnationals
altempted to establish themselves economically and cultur-
ally. They rapidly bought up real estate, demolished old
houses, built houses in uncharacteristic architectural styles,
and redesigned residential landscaping. Their mobility—a
culturally defining characteristic of transnationals—made
them appear transient and rootless in the eyes of longer-
term residents and weakened the legitimacy of their claims
and practices. This case shows us that the cultural aspects

of transnationalism are bound up with the economic and
political processes of globalization.

Ethnic Separatism

Many independent countries—the large majority, in fact—
are not nation-states but instead contain multiple national,
ethnic, and religious groups within their boundaries. India,
Spain, and South Africa provide examples of older multieth-
nic countries. Figure 6.17 illustrates this point by dividing up
South Africa linguistically. Many, though not all, multiethnic
countries came into being in the second half of the twentieth

100 200 km

Dominant Language

INDIAN
OCEAN

two languages introduced by settlers from Europe.

Languages of the Republic of South Africa, a multinational state. The mixture includes ten native
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Ethnic Separation

e Attempted genocide

x  Ethnic cleansing

o  Successful ethnic secession

+ Ongoing ethnic violence or strife
- Largely nonviolent ethnic unrest

@ Ethnic autonomy achieved

Scale at latitude 35°

Flat Polar Quartic
equal area projection

FIGURE 6.18 Ethnic separatism and unrest near the turn of the
twentieth-first century. Many independent countries now face

3 ethnic problems, and some have disintegrated under such

] pressures. Solutions have ranged from secession to genocide.

P Why has ethnic conflict become so much more common in recent
- times? (Sources: Lean, 1990. 50-51; Oldale, 1990; Smith, 1992: 140~142.)

century. These were former colonies in Africa, South Asia,
and Southeast Asia whose boundaries were a product of colo-
nialism. European colonial powers drew political boundar-
ies without regard to the territories of indigenous ethnic or
tribal groups. These boundaries remained in place when the
countries gained the right of self-determination. Although
these states are often culturally diverse, they are sometimes
plagued by internal ethnic conflict. What's more, members
of a single, territorially homogeneous ethnic group may find

themselves divided among different states by culturall b
trary international borders.

Many independent countries function as nation-i e
because the political power rests in the hands of a dom .
nationalistic cultural group, whereas sizable ethnic min o
groups reside in the national territory as second-lus (it
zens. This creates a centrifugal force, disrupting the coun
try’s unity. Many of the newest nation-states carved o of
the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, such as Eswonia



Globalization 211

d Serbia, are relatively linguistically and ethni-
neous. These states’ cultural homogeneity rep-
tripetal force that supports national unity.

ation, particularly the establishment of rapid
nications, has encouraged once-isolated and
nority populations to appeal their rights of
d self-determination to the global community
. nation-state borders. Ethnic groups and
eoples are cultural minorities living in a state

dominated by a culturally distinct majority. Those who
inhabit ethnic homelands (see Chapter 5) often seek
greater autonomy or even full independence as nation-
states (Figure 6.18). Even some old and traditionally stable
multinational countries have felt the effects of separatist
movements, including Canada and the United Kingdom.
Certain other countries discarded the unitary form of gov-
ernment and adopted an ethnic-based federalism, in hopes
of preserving the territorial boundaries of the state. The
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expression of ethnic nationalism ranges from publlc dl:
plays of cultural identity to organized prolesu.and arme
insurgencies. Occasionally, successful secessions occur,
resulting in the birth of a new nation-state. B
Francophones in Canada represent a cultural-linguistic

minority group seeking secession. Approxima.tcly 7 mllllo‘n
French-Canadians, concentrated in the province of: Que-
bec, form a large part of that country’s tolal‘populau.on o'f
31.6 million. Descended from French colonists .who immi-
grated in the 1600s and 1700s, these Canadiar?s ln:ed under
English or Anglo-Canadian rule and domination frc.um
1760 until well into the twentieth century. E.vcn the provmt:
cial government of Québec long remained in the hands d:)
the English. A political awakening eventually allowec? e
French to gain control of their own homeland provmje,
and as a result Québec differs in many respects fr?m e
rest of Canada. The laws of Québec retain a predominantly
French influence, whereas the remainder o_f Canada
adheres to English common law. French is the primary la.n-
guage of Québec and is heavily favored over English in
provincial law, education, and government. In se\.'eral elec-
tions, a sizable minority among the French-speaking popu-
lation favored independence for Québec, and many
Anglo-Canadians emigrated from the province. In 1995,
more than half of the French-speaking electorate voted for
independence, but the non-French minority in the prov-
ince tipped the vote narrowly in favor of continued union
with Canada. More recently, however, the campaign for
independence seems to have weakened.

Reflecting on Gecgraphy

Should Canada split into two independent countries? What would be
the advantages and disadvantages for an independent Québec if this
split occurred?

On a more general level, one result of unrest and sepa-
ratist desires is that the international political map reflects
a strong linguistic-religious character. Nevertheless, the
distribution of cultural groups is so confoundingly compli-
cated and peoples are so thoroughly mixed in many regions

that ethnographic political boundaries can rarely be drawn
to everybody'’s satisfaction.

. rsistent regional pauerns in voting p

:z;e(’:vpt:?:: F:: extreme cascs, can.l»"""”!;c S€paratisy) ,.“
terms of tensions pitting (hc.nauonall c‘l)“'. ;‘"(‘a Againg,
peripheral districts, urban againsg rial, Cdpl.uln'u Aaing,
workers, and the dominant cultu.rc agam.sl minority ethy,;,
cultures. Frequently, these tensions coincide geogr,,,
cally: an urban core area mon'opol'lzcs 'w'callh and culy,,
and polilical power whll.c et'hmc n.unonucs, excluded from,
the power structure, reside in peripheral, largely rura) and
less affluent areas. 3 ;

The great majority of ethnic scparatist movemer,,
shown in Figure 6.18 (pages 210-211), particularly 1,
that have moved beyond unrest to violence or. secession, gy,
comprised of peoples living in national peripheries, awa,
from the core area of the country. Every republic tha
seceded from the defunct, Russian-dominated Soviet Uniop,
lay on the borders of that former country. Similarly, the
Slovenes and Croats, who withdrew from the former Yugo.
slavia, occupied border territories peripheral to Sert,;,
which contained the former national capital of Belgrade.
Kurdistan is made up of the peripheral areas of Iraq, Ir,,
Syria, and Turkey—the countries that currently ryle the
Kurdish lands (Figure 6.19). Slovakia, long poorer and More
rural than Czechia (The Czech Republic) and remote from
the center of power at Prague, became another Secessionig
ethnic periphery. In a few cases, the secessionist peripheri,
were actually more prosperous than the political core are,
and the separatists resented the confiscation of their taxes y,,
support the less affluent core. Slovenia and Croatia by,
occupied such a position in the former Yugoslavia.

By distributing power, a federalist government reduyce,
such core-periphery tensions and decreases the appea] of
separatist movements. Switzerland, which epitomizes sych,
a country, has been able to join Germans, French, ltalian
and speakers of Raeto-Romansh into a single, stable inde.
pendent country. Canada developed under ancophon@
pressure toward a Swiss-type system, extending consider.
able self-rule privileges even to the Inuit and Native Ameri.
can groups of the north. Russia, too, has adopted a more
federalist structure to accommodate the demands of eth-
nic minorities, and 31 ethnic republics within Russia have
achieved considerable autonomy. One of these, Chechnya
(called Ichkeria by its inhabitants), has been fighting for
independence. ;

: cle model
: Apoitcageogapnicmosel . ThE Cleavage Model
wwm‘ in voting Why do so many cultural minorities An Example: The Sakha ReDUb"C

: behavior, sometimes leading
;1o separatism, can usually be

* explained in terms of tensions :
pitting urban against rural, core
against periphery, capitalists
against workers, and power

Jroup against minority culture,

seek political autonomy or indepen-
dence? The cleavage model, originally
developed by Seymour Martin Lipset
and Stein Rokkan to explain voting
patterns in electoral geography, sheds
light on this phenomenon. It proposes

'I"he Sakha Republic (also called Yakutia), in the huge Rus-
s1an province of Siberia, provides a useful example of rising
ethnic demands (Figure 6.20, page 214). The periphu.ﬂ
republic is enormous, forming one-fifth of Russia’s l:nd
area, and is two and a half times the size of Alaska. Roughly
35 percent of its population of 1 million consists of ¢tlnic
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Area of Kurdish
predominance

Kurdistan. This mountainous homeland of the Kurds now lies divided among several countries. The
25 million, have lived in this region for millennia. They seek independence and have waged

st Iran, Iraq, and Turkey, but, so far, independence has eluded them. What might cause so large
 nation to fail to achieve independence? (Source: Office of the Geographer, U.S. Department of State )

(| ,?'8, a people of Turkic origin (see Chapter 4). president and parliament, a flag and coat of arms, and a
y outnumber the Sakha in the republic, are constitution (Figure 6.21, page 215). It has attained some
) 10 urban areas, whereas the Sakha are measure of economic independence from Russia, espe-
he rural/small-town core of the republic. cially with regard to authority over mineral rights. The
emands of the Sakha led toa declaration of “state republic can also prohibit nuclear testing on its territory. A
y" in 1990. The republic now has its own elected survey in 1995 revealed that 72 percent of all ethnic Yakuts
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FIGURE 6.20 The Republic of Sakha, a part of Russia, has achieved considerable autonomy as a result
of ethnic considerations. For its location in Russia, see Figure 6.18 (page 211). What would hinder the
republic if it sought full independence? (Source: Jordan and Jordan-Bychkov, 2001: 4)

felt more loyalty to Sakha than to Russia. Surprisingly, a an independent country is. Sovereignty is a politic:
third of all Russians living in the republic expressed this whose meaning has become blurred.
same loyalty.
The Sakha Republic does not seek independence from eqs . .
Russia. Still, its auth)momy represents the emll))eryo of a coun- Political Imprlnt on Economic Geograr
try. Ongoing Russian emigration from Sakha further com-
plicates the matter. It is increasingly difficult, here as
elsewhere in the modern world, to determine exactly what

The core-periphery economic differences implicit
cleavage model reveal that the internal spatial .
ment of an independent country influences cco

m
1K




—
FIGURE 6.21 Coat of arms of the ethnic Republic of Sakha in
gussia. The inscription is bilingual—Sakhan and Russian—and the

wure of the horse rider is taken from ancient primitive rock art. Why
might this ancient image have been used in the coat of arms of a
republic seeking increased autonomy? (Source: Courtesy of the government
of the Republic of Sakha.)

patterns, presenting a cultural interaction of politics and
the economy. Moreover, laws differ from one country to
another, which affects economic land use. As a result, polit-
ical boundaries can take on an economic character as well.

[j Sheep outnumber swine
- swine outnumber sheep
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Nature-Culture

For example, the U.S.~Canadian border in the Great
Plains crosses an area of environmental and cultural simi-
larity. Yet the presence of the border, representing the lim-
its of jurisdiction of two different bodies of law and
regulations, fostered differences in agricultural practices.
In the United States, an act pzmscd in the 1950s encour-
aged sheep raising by guaranteeing an incentive price for
wool. No such law was passed in Canada. Consequently,
sheep became far more numerous on the American side of
the border, whereas Canadian farmers devoted more atten-
tion to swine (Figure 6.22).

Nature-Culture

What is the relationship between poli-
tics and the environment? How people
use the land and natural resources
is profoundly influenced by politics.
Whether a particular habitat is conserved or degraded
often has much to do with the structures of a country’s land
laws, tax codes, and agricultural policies. However, increas-
ingly, politics is being defined by changing environmental
conditions. National policies about environmental protec-
tion, guerrillas seeking a secure base for their operations,
and the natural defense provided for an independent
country by a surrounding sea all reveal an intertwining of
environment and politics. How governments respond to
ecological crises like the loss of biodiversity, pollution, and
climate change has become an important political issue.
Let’s examine this complex two-way interaction between
politics and the environment.

——— State or province border

= United States-Canada border

FIGURE 6.22 The political impact on the economy. Government intervention can be seen in the choice of
livestock in the border area between the United States and Canada. Sheep are more numerous than swine on
the U.S. side of the boundary, partly because of government-backed price incentives for wool. The map
reflects conditions in the 1960s. Since then, the contrast has essentially disappeared. Why might that

have happened? (Source. Reitsma, 1971: 220-221 See also Reitsma, 1988.)
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Chain of Explanation

When geographers Piers Blaikie ar .
used the term political ecology, they were inl.crcslcd in try-
ing to understand how political and economic forces affect
people’s relationships to the Jand. They suggested that
focusing on proximate or immediate causes—for example,
the farmer dumping pesticides in a river or'lhc poor peas-
ant cutting a patch of tropical forest—provided an inade-
quate and misleading explanation of human-environment
relations. As an alternative, they developed the idea of a
“chain of explanation” as a method for identifying ultimate
causes. The chain of explanation begins with the individual
“land managers,” the people with direct responsibility for
land-use decisions—the farmers, timber cutters, firewood

1d Harold Brookfield

gatherers, or livestock keepers. The chain of explanation Core area of France,
10th century

then moves up in spatial scale, tracing the land managers’

economic, cultural, and political relationships from the Present borders of France

local to the nauon:?l and, ultimately, to the global scale. Outward-facing escarpment
One of the primary areas addressed by the chain-of- protecting the Paris Basin
explanation approach is the character of the state, particu- - Hilly and mountainous
larly the way in which national land laws, natural resource :ﬁ?s in the borderlands
rance

policies, tax codes, and credit policies influence land-use
decision making. For ex i i : :

aeeenine: g. For am;})]le, ifa state assesses high taxes FIGURE 6.23 The distribution of landforms in France. Terrain feat ..
b provements, such as terracing and channeling, such as ridges, hills, and mountains offer protection. Outward-facing -

its tax policies actually create disincentives for land manag- escarpments form a folk fortress that protected the core area and cap,
ers to implement soil conservation measures. Conversely, if of France until as recently as World War I. Hill districts and mounta,
ranges lend stability to French boundaries in the south and southeas

a state provides cheap loans to land managers to build such
structures, its credit policies encourage soil conservation.
There are many examples of state influences on individual

land-use decisions, leading Blaikie and Brookfield to argue

that one cannot fully explain the causes of environmental folk fortress might shield an entire country or only its ¢,

problems without analyzing the role of the state. area. In either case, it is a valuable asset. Surrounding o,
have helped protect the British Isles from invasion for ),

past 900 years. In Egypt, desert wastelands to the eas 4
west insulated the fertile, well-watered Nile Valley core. |, the
same way, Russia’s core area was shielded by dense fore,
expansive marshes, bitter winters, and vast expanses
sparsely inhabited lands. France—centered on the plains
the Paris Basin and flanked by mountains and hills such a4
the Alps, Pyrenees, Ardennes, and Jura along its border—
provides another good example (Figure 6.23).

Expanding countries often regard coastlines a the
logical limits to their territorial growth, even if those 1 i

Geopolitics
Spatial variations in politics and the spread of political phe-
nomena are often linked to terrain, soils, climate, natural
resources, and other aspects of the physical environment.
The term geopolitics was originally coined to describe the
influence of geography and the environment on political
£ geopolitice . entities. Conversely, established politi-
' The influence of the habitaton . €4l authority can be a powerful instru-
- ment of environmental modification,

: political entities. ¢
: et i : p.roviding t}‘le framework for orga- belong to other peoples, as the drive across the Ur ed
A stronghold area with natural nized alteration of the landscape and States from the East Coast to the Pacific Ocean in th:
defensive qualities, useful jn . 10T environmental protection. half of the nineteenth century has made clear. US. ¢\ pun
’"!h:B g:rf:nsa of a country against ; Before modern air and missile sion was justified by the doctrine of manifest destiny. /)
' . warfare, a country’s survival was often was based on the belief that the Pacific shoreline o

the logical and predestined western border for th
try. Underlying the doctrine was a racist ideology of \1:
Saxon superiority, which held that Native Amcicn

e

.aidcd by some sort of natural protection, such as surround-
Ing mountain ranges, deserts, or seas; bordering marshes or
dense forests; or outward-facing escarpments. Political geog-
raphers named such natural strongholds folk fortresses. The were savages blocking the progress of civilization .




» use of the western lans,
pand in the directions
s and the Pacific and |

A similar doctrine led
of -the Mcditerranean
ndian oceans,

pounded in the carly twentieth
century and based on environ-
;negtflh determinism, the heart-
and theory addresses the bal

- - an
the world and, in particular, the possibility (;
uest based on natural habitat advamage. It held

Nature-Culture 217

that the Eurasian continent was : heartland

. The interior of a sizable

the most likely base from w!lich (0. 2 (andwinss, romoved e
launch a successful campaign for = o oo ections: in
world conquest.  particular, the interior of the

In examining this huge land- : Eurasian continent
mass, Mackinder discerned two :

. - - rimland :
environmental regions: the heart- : 1.0 o ime fringe of a country -

land, which lies remote from the ° or continent; in particutar, the -
- western, southem, and eastern

ice-free seas, and the rimland, the ° :
densely populated coastal fringes of : ©99¢s of the Eurasian continent.
Eurasia in the east, south, and west (Figure 6.24). Far from
the sea, the heartland was invulnerable to the naval power of
rimland empires, but the cavalry and infantry of the heart-
land could spill out through diverse natural gateways and

invade the rimland region. Mackinder thus reasoned that a

European Plain

the territorial base for world conquest.
d allies sought to counter this perc

— Gateways connecting
~ heartland and rimland

—— Maximum territorial extent of
Russia/Soviet Union, 1945-1990

-—— Maximum extent of Russian/
Soviet/communist dominance

e U.S. military conflict
involvement, 1941-1991

———Outer edge of rimland

7;24 Heartland versus rimland in Eurasia. For most of the twentieth century, the heartland,
by the Soviet Union and communism, was seen as a threat to America and the rest of the world,
sed originally on the environmental deterministic theory of the political geographer Halford

t European Plain would permit rule of the entire heartland, which, in turn,
o : During the cold war, 1945 to 1990, the United States and

eived menace by a policy of containment—resisting every
st attempt by the heartland powers. (After Mackinder, 1904; Spykman, 1944)
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ould conquer the maritime coun-
d that the East European
ication. As Russia had

unified heartland power ¢
tries with relative ease. He believe .
Plain would be the likely base for unif : o
already unified this region at the ume, Mackinder, in ¢ - 3
| the Russians would pursue wurld. (‘UI](]l‘I-( st.

volution in 1917, the
| States employed

predicted that

Following
leaders of rimland e
a policy of containment.

d its origin in Mackinde
ain what was the

of communist expansion.
fallacies of the heartland

Russia’s communist re
mpires and the Unitec
This policy, in no small measure,

s theory and resulted in

s n considered a

numerous wars to cont
Russian-inspired conspiracy
Overlooked all the while were the : . '
theory, particularly its reliance on the discredited doctrine

of environmental determinism. In the end, Russia proved

unable to hold together its own heartland empire, much
2

less conquer the rimland and the world.

Geopolitics Today

In the post—cold war period, geopolitics has reemerged as
a dynamic field of political-geographic thought. As geogra-
phers Gerard Toal and John Agnew explain, the meaning
of political geography is now reversed. Instead of focusing
on the influence of geography and the environment on
politics, “it now becomes the study of how geography is
informed by politics.” By this they mean the ways in which
political goals and ideologies, based on preconceived
notions of cultural identities, regional stereotypes, and
regional development hierarchies, influence the ordering
of the world. How does the geopolitical outlook of a state
structure the world into places of crisis or stability, regions
of opportunity or danger, and states of allies or enemies?
Many geographers distinguish this new focus on culture by
labeling their approach “critical geopolitics.”

One of the important aspects of critical geopolitics is a

concern with how geopolitics influences our understand-
ing of human-environment relations and affects the way we
transform the environment. Consider, for example, the
current scientific and policy debates over global climate
change caused by greenhouse gas emissions. Worldwide
debates must be placed in the historical geopolitical con-
text of the global North’s political and economic domina-
tion of the global South. From the South’s perspective,
according to Simon Dalby, “the North got rich by using
fossil fuels for generations. Why should those in the South
forgo the same possibilities just because they come on the
development scene a little later?” According to advocates
of the South, the North’s ideas about restricting future
emissions of greenhouse gases globally will have a disad-
vantageous effect on the South’s economic development.
Thus, questions of global environmental management are
not restricted to the realm of science and technology; they
also fall squarely in the realm of geopolitics.

————

FIGURE 6.25 Two visions of the landscape. Johnson Holy Rock
looks out over Bear Butte State Park in the Black Hills near Sturgis
South Dakota. The Oglala Sioux Tribe of Pine Ridge Indian Reservatiq,
of which Holy Rock is a member, considers the park area to be sacreq
ground. What kinds of conflicts arise between conservation goals 3,
indigenous peoples’ rights, and how might we resolve them? (1,

Heisenfell/AP Photo.)

Another illustration of how geopolitics influence.
human-environment relations is seen in the debates con-
cerning the conservation of global biodiversity. Curye,,
global conservation policy suggests that the most effecyy
way to save the world’s biodiversity is by creating protecieq ‘
areas such as national parks and reserves. However, Rode,.
ick Neumann has demonstrated that these protected arey
whether in the North or the South, were created in (h,
historical context of European conquest and colonizatiop,
In the British Empire, protected areas were part of a grang
economic development strategy to spatially reorder col.
nies into separate spheres of nature and culture. In
United States, park creation was conducted in the contey
of manifest destiny and the removal of Native American,
from their homelands and their placement on resena
tions. In both cases, the environmental management st
egies of native cultures were denigrated as immoral and

irrational, providing the justification for discarding |
land and resource claims and practices. Today, thos
have lost their land to protected areas argue bitterl: |

they bear the main costs of conservation (Figure
Thus, as with the case of global climate change, the \
South debates over strategies for the conservation of ¢!
biodiversity fall under the domain of geopolitics.

Warfare and Environmental Destructic

Of course, many political actions have an ecologl
impact, but perhaps none are as devastating as wai /i



.5corchcd earth,” the systematic destruction of resources
has been @ favored practice of retreating armies (’m.' millmi:
pia. Even military exercises and tests can be devastating
Certain islands in the Pacific were rendered uninh;ll)i(:
able, perhaps forever, by American hydrogen bomb test-
ing in the 1950s. Actions during the Persian Gulf War of
1991 included an oil spill of 294 million gallons (1.1 bil-
lion Jiters) covering 400 square miles (1000 square kilo-
he gulf waters, with the attendant loss of flora

meters) in t
and fauna; the burning of oil fields; the mass bulldozing

CULTURAL
LANDSCAPE

How does politics influence landscape?
How are landscapes politicized? The
world over, national politics is literally
ape. State-driven initiatives for frontier
. and territorial control

written on the landsc
settlement, economic development
have profound effects on the landscape. Conversely, politi-
cal writers and politicians look to landscape as a source of
imagery to support or discredit political ideologics.

Imprint of the Legal Code

Many laws affect the cultural landscape. Among the most
noticeable are those that regulate the land-survey system
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FIGURE 6.26 A Kuwaiti oil f

. W :

et rassion "Scorch:iile(::ii,"ii%ablaze during the Persian Gulf War, 1991, gives new meaning to

Could modern war be waged wi evere ecological damage almost invariably accompanies warfare
ged without such damage? (Noel Quidu/Gamma Liaison )

ake defensive berms, with conse-
quent wind erosion and loss of vegetation; and the solid-
waste pollution produced by 500,000 coalition forces in the
Arabian Desert, including 6 million plastic bags discarded
weekly by American forces alone (Figure 6.26).

Clearly, warfare—especially modern high-tech war-
astrophic. From an ecological
a war.

of sand by the Iraqis to m

fare—is environmentally cat
it does not matter who started or won

standpoint,
iven the

Everyone loses when such destruction occurs, g

global interconnectedness of the life-supporting ecosystem.

because they often require that land be divided into spe-
a result, political boundaries

cific geometric patterns. As
220). In Can-

can become highly visible (Figure 6.27, page
ada, for example, the laws of the French-speaking province
of Québec encourage land survey in long, narrow parcels,
but most English-speaking provinces, such as Ontario, use

a rectangular system. Thus, the political border between

Québec and Ontario can be spotted easily from the air.
Legal imprints can also be seen in the cultural land-

of urban areas. In Rio de Janeiro, height restrictions

scape
|

on buildings have been enforced for a long time. The
sult is a waterfront lined with buildings of uniform height
.28, page 220). By contrast, most American cities

(Figure 6
rs to domi-

have no height restrictions, allowing skyscrape
nate the central city. The consequence is a jagged skyline

for cities such as San Francisco or New York City. Many
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FIGURE 6.27 Can you find the United States-Mexico border in this
picture? The scene is near Mexicali, the capital of Baja California Norte.
Why does the cultural landscape so vividly reveal the political
border? (Courtesy of Terry G. Jordan-Bychkov.)

other cities around the world lack height restrictions, such
as Malaysia’s Kuala Lumpur, which has the world’s tallest
skyscrapers.

Perhaps the best example of how political philosophy
and the legal code are written on the landscape is the so-
called township and range system of the United States. The
system is the brainchild of Thomas Jefferson—an early U.S.

FIGURE 6.28 Legal height restrictions, or their absence, can greatly influence urban landscapes. Singapore
(left), the city-state at the tip of the Malay Peninsula, lacks such restrictions, and its skyline is punctuated by

spectacular skyscrapers. In Rio de Janeiro (ight), by contrast, height restrictions allow the natural environment
to provide the “high-rises.” (Left Thinakaran/AP Photo; Right: Martin Wender/Peter Amold, Inc.)

president and one of the authors of the U S, Constj
—who chaired a national committee on land sur
that resulted in the U.S. Land Ordinance of 1755 [’”::
son’s ideas for surveying, distributing, and seitling the 4.,
ern frontier lands as they were cleared of Native Americ,,
were based on a political philosophy of “agraria, d,.””);
racy.” Jefferson believed that political democracy haq O he
founded on economic democracy, which in turn requireq .
national pattern of equitable land-ownership by sSmallgc,;,
independent farmers. In order to achieve this agrariy,
democracy, the western lands would need to be g, X
into parcels that could then be sold at prices withip, reac ,’
of family farmers of modest means.

Jefferson’s solution was the township and range system
which established a grid of square-shaped “(ownshipc wit}
6-mile (9.6-kilometer) sides across the Midwest and Wes:
Each of these was then divided into 36 sections of | Squar,
mile (2.6 square kilometers), which were in turn divideq
into quarter-sections, and so on. Sections were to he the
basic landholding unit for a class of independent farm,.,.
Townships were to provide the structure for self-gover,,
communities responsible for public schools, policing, lm:i
tax collection. With the exception of the 13 original colo-
nies and a few other states or portions of states, a gridjij.
landscape was imposed on the entire country as a resy|,
of Jefferson’s political philosophy and accompanying Jap4.
survey system (Figure 6.29).

'Illu,.’

""'-lr, .

Physical Properties of Boundaries

Demarcated political boundaries can also be strikingly
visible, forming border landscapes. Political borders .

.4 nl’. S )
S N I
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FIGURE 6.29 Imposing order on the land. This aerial vi

County, Idaho. farmland reveals a landscape grid pattern. Thi

. This
‘,mosed on the landscape across much of the United Stlats?sa "
folowing the passage of the Land Ordinance of 1785, (Dayig Frazier,

/image
worts)

ew of Canyon

most visible where restrictions limit the movement

of le between neighboring countries. Sometimes such
es are even lined with cleared strips, barriers
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|"|.">”X('\. tank traps, and other obvious defensive instal-
l‘..lll()nx. At the opposite end of the spectrum are interna-
f"'"f'l borders, such as that between Tanzania and Kenya
in East Africa, that are unfortified, thinly policed, and in
;"ﬂn\' placcs.vcly nearly invisible. Even so, undefended
»orders of this type are usually marked by regularly spaced
boundary pillars or cairns, customhouses, and guzr‘dhouscs
at crossing points (Figure 6.30).

' The visible aspect of international borders is surpris-
lngly durable, sometimes persisting centuries or even
millennia after the boundary becomes obsolete. Ruins of
boundal}' defenses, some dating from ancient times, are
common in certain areas. The Great Wall of China is prob-
ably the best-known reminder of past boundaries (Figure
6.31, page 222). Hadrian’s Wall in England, which marks
l'he northern border during one stage of Roman occupa-
tion and parallels the modern border between England
and Scotland, is a similar reminder.

A quite different type of boundary, marking the terr-
torial limits of urban street gangs, is evident in the central
areas of many American cities. The principal device used by
these gangs to mark their turf is spray-paint graffiti. Geog-
raphers David Ley and Roman Cybriwsky studied this phe-
nomenon in Philadelphia. They found borders marked by
externally directed, aggressive epithets, taunts, and obsceni-
ties placed there to warn neighboring gangs. A street gang
of white youths, for example, plastered its border with an
African-American gang’s neighborhood with slogans such as
“White Power” and “Do Not Enter [District] 21-W, %
The gang’s core area, its “home corner,” contains internally
supportive graffiti, such as “Fairmount Rules” or a roster of
gang members. Thus, a perceptive observer can map gang
territories on the basis of these political landscape features.

FIGURE 6.30 Even peaceful, unpoliced
international borders often appear vividly in
the landscape. Sweden and Norway insist on
cutting a swath through the forest to mark their
common boundary. Why would they insist on

Terry G. Jordan-Bychkov.)

making the boundary line so visible? (Courtesy of
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’ outward like the spokes of a wheel to reach the h,,,, an,

| of the country, provide good indicators of cenry augh,
ity. In Germany, the rail network developed largel, bef,,

“ uhiﬁ(nliun of the country in 1871. As a resu)y no f,

' point stands out. However, the superhighway, SYSter
autobahns, encouraged by Hitler as a symbo| f Nati,,
unity and power, tied the various parts of flu- Reich ¢, .
focal points as Berlin or the Ruhr Illdll\-lfl(.{l districy

The visibility of provincial borders within a countyy .,
reflects the central government’s strength and stabiliyy, ¢
ble, secure countries, such as the United States, ofiep, Sen
considerable display of provincial borders. Displays .. N
such borders are easily crossed. Most state boundarie in (h,
United States are marked with signboards or other f Ature
announcing the crossing. By contrast, u.ns’luhl(- counyy;,
where separatism threatens national unity, often SUPDres,

| such visible signs of provincial borders. Also in CONtrag

| such “invisible” borders may be exceedingly difficul , , -t

FIGURE 6.31 The Great Wall of China is probably the most spectacular
political landscape feature ever created and one of the few made by

when a separatist effort involves armed conflict.
humans that is visible from outer space. The wall, which is 1500 miles

(2400 kilometers) long, was constructed over many centuries by the +ing on Gecara phy

Chinese in an ultimately unsuccessful attempt to protect their northern Reflec g R g = =
boundary from adjacent tribes of nomadic herders. Can you think of What visible imprints of the Washingto -
comparable modern structures? (Courtesy of Terry G. Jordan-Bychkov.) an be seen in the political landscape of the United

The Impress of Central Authority National iconography on the Landsca pe
Attempts to impose centralized government appear in The cultural landscape is rich in symbolism and visual me
many facets of the l;mdsmpc. Railroad and highway pat- aphor, and political messages are often conveyed throy
terns focused on the national core area, and radiating | such means. Statues of national heroes or heroines

and

FIGURE 6.32 The Statue of Libe
the United States and Japan, respectively. Can you think of other ic

rty and the Rising Sun flag are widely recognized national symbols of

onic landscapes that symbolize a
nation? (e £ yewire/Gelty

Images; Right: Kimimasa Mayama/EPA/L andov.)
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FIGURE 6.33 Mount Rushmore, in the Black
Hills of South Dakota, presents a highly visible
expression of American nationalism, an element of
the political landscape. /f political landscapes are
created by an elite, in an effort to legitimize and
Justity their control over territory, then who
might disapprove of this monument? (Erownie
Harris/The Stock Market.)

d‘gmbo“c ftlgurcs such as the goddess Libe
Russia form important parts of the political
1o assorted monuments. The elaborate use of national col-
can be visually very powerful as well. Landscape sym-
such as the Rising Sun flag of Japan, the Statue of Lib-
n New York Harbor, and the Latvian independence
in Riga (which stood untouched throughout half a
v of Russian-Soviet rule) evoke deep patriotic emo-
res 6.32 and 6.33). The sites of heroic (if often
) resistance against invaders, as at Masada in Israel
';similar feelings of nationalism.

V,, geographers theorize that the political iconogra-
f landscape derives from an elite, dominant group in
iy's population and that its purpose is to legitimize
tits power and control over an area. The dominant
ks both to rally emotional support and to arouse
tential or real enemies. As a result, the iconogra-
cal landscape is often controversial or contested,

rty or Mother
Iun(lscnpc. as

’

always complicated and subject to differing interpretations
and meanings, and political landscapes are no exception.

Cultural-geographic studies of the political iconogra-
phy of landscape have greatly enriched our understand-
ing of political geography. Stephen Daniels, for example,
demonstrated the importance of woodland landscapes for
“naturalizing” ideas about the political and social order
in late-eighteenth- and early-nineteenth-century England.
Oak woodlands were imagined to embody the traditional
conservative values associated with the economic and po-
litical dominance of the landed aristocracy. Newly planted
coniferous woodlands of pine and fir were seen as a threat
to the traditional order and a sign of the disruptive influ-
ence of the emerging class of industrial capitalists. Thus,
debates over competing political ideologies were blended
with debates over competing landscape aesthetics.

In a more contemporary study, geographer Gail Hol-
lander has demonstrated the important symbolic role that
the landscape and environment of the Florida Everglades
have played in U.S. presidential elections (Figure 6.34, page
224). The symbolic role of the Everglades changed over
time, from the 1928 to the 2004 presidential campaigns. In
1928, it was presented as worthless swampland. As such, it
played a key role in the election of Herbert Hoover, who
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FIGURE 6.34 Everglades Nationa) Park
Florida has long played a role in i g 1
presidential politics. Visits to iconic Nationg
parks and protected landscapes are COMmon i
U.S. political campaigns and are mean to o
symbolize a candidate’s commitment 1, Drotecs
the environment. (Courtesy of Roderick Neymgpy, 9

their commitment to the environment. For example, wh.

1970s, it was seen as an endangered wetland in need of George W. Bush posed with pruning shears in the F_\,.;'.

protection and ecological restoration. Thus, in the 1996, glades in May 2004, it offered him a chance to symbyo|ic,,
link his presidential campaign to the ecological Testoratigy,

2000, and 2004 presidential campaigns, the candidates’ : :
positions on the Everglades were seen as indicators of of what has come to be viewed as a national treasure.

promised to drain it for agricultural development. By the

scape, and landscapes often provide the symbolisy, and

CONCLUSION visual metaphors to support or refute political ideologie
Political geography is clearly important to und(’r\t;mdi;,_r

Political spatial variations—from local voting patterns to the human mosaic S
the spatial arrangement of international power blocs—add
yet another dimension to the complex human mosaic. In

particular, nation-states operate as vital functional regions, D 0 I N G G E 0 G RAP HY

which help shape many aspects of culture. Regions con-

stantly change as political innovations ebb and flow across The Complex Geography of Congressional Redi stricting
their surfaces. Political phenomena as varied as the nation- Congressional redistricting normally happens every 10 years in the Ui
state, separatist movements, women'’s suffrage, and the B T e e coses o T
tcgrm(.mal expans.lon_ of c.ounmes n?ove al(‘)t.lg the paths of in 2002, redistricting occurs between censuses. Although soon DYC-““:
diffusion. Globalization interacts with political geography : v i
: ‘ wrong, newspaper accounts at the time predicted that Texas's midcen.
in complex and even contradictory ways. The forces of glo- R e T o
balization have strengthened some features of the nation- = 'sufo'cn;g foreseeapwbtel ctthe Repu ) "Ws ma;on?y inthe U.S
TR S ngress for the e future. Does this r.mdcensus rednst_ncnr;-z
Nature-culture relations are important to political geog- under the category of Republican gerrymandering, as some claim, or < ¢
as the Texas Republican Party argues, a case of necessary adjustm: -

raphy, and the tools of political ecology help us understand
the links between systems of power and the physical environ-
ment. Countries do not exist in an environmental vacuum.
The spatial patterns of landforms often find reflection in
boundaries, core areas, folk fortresses, and geopolitical strat-
egies. Likewise, political culture very much influences our
ideas and judgments about landscape and environment. below.
Finally, politics leaves diverse imprints on the cultural land-

in response to population shifts? Either way, the case of Texas ¢
onstrates how critically important the drawing of congressional distri!
boundaries is to democratic governance.

This exercise requires you to identify cases of possible gerrym
dering in your home state or an adjacent state. To do so, follow the stes




